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“Isn’t That a Barn Coming Our Way?”

It o goeowd Lhimg, it wasnt April Fool's Doy or
Hallowezn when o Clore=aren barm was mioved
Inst Augest. (luite a surpris: to see n 36° 827
hivrm, 467 b its peak, troveling down Business
LL&. 127 ond crossing an expresswiy overpass!

Tom Eunse, a loeal businessman, prerchosed
20 o the original 240=0cre.labn Bicknell furm,
alomg L5, 127 br commercinl develapment. The
Bicknell tarmbouse swes moved by a couple who
will removale it as their home. Kunse pune hased
the b for 51 s part of the lond deal, paid
arther 518,000 [or the moving, (Williams
Henase Maving, Almad, and 86000 for the work
needed W temporarily disconnect electriciby
andd trim trees along the moate. The project
requined 1 Consumers Energy crews botaling
14 b 16 linemen, superisors, and engineers
ared workers from Korthern Logisties 10 nssist
with signage, muilhoxes, nnd liker opiic cahble.
Chorter Communicationes, (The Clore Caounly
Sheriff Deportment and businesses along, the
way temporarily withowt posver obso cooperated.

FPhoio Credil: Judy A. Grant

105, 127 was clnsed at the Surrey Rosd overposs
nx the harn passsd overhead.

During its peak venrs, the Bickned] Barn,
bugilt b Mark ond Avdrey Bicknell nbout 1038,
hoesedd wbanat 100 registered Hereford cattle,
colves, and horses, Kunse had plonned o buikd
i metnl barn an his residential property and
hod the zite prepored in the foll of 2004, But
that winter be punchased the Earm. AL first be
thought the barn was too hig to be moved, bt
wlter working with the Michigan Department
of Trareportation amd the Clare County Foad
Commissian, the plan wees found 1o be fensible,

nee my wile sow the barn she ngreed we
neccled toosave 3,7 Eunse says. I om eestatic
we wene ahle to save the born, To build a metal
structure aof this size would cost obout 125
pereent of the total crest of moving the harn,
hut a pole born deesn't hove one percent of the
choracler aof this harn. It s a knoan (oet that i
is hetter to store equipment on wood than on
cement.

The barm wos sl on a 107
poaured wall foundation. Suppart
cables hove been added te keep
the ronf rigid. Wenk Booring hos
been reploced. A mesy rood wall
be punt om mext year and with that
says Kuness, * 1t can be around for
amother 100 vears™  The bam
will be uszed for sterage amd an
eccisimi | harm danee.

=1 enomurage oomne vwho sees
n bomm in the path of development
L contacl its owners. Anyone can
slapap n pole bermn, but who gets o
chanee to svve o plece of historE™
Kurese advises,

Photo Credil: Clare Coundy Review

Johin Bieknell, son of the original osmers
of the barn, was quoted in the Clare Coanty
Heview, Aagast 1a, =005 “1 teld my
granddaughter, when [ am gone, you will be able
b Bk voar children by there someday and aay,
My prandpa kept hig borse In that bam,”

For more Information: www,
clarenorthe Frgroup,eo

Tiom Kunse will share details of his project at
the MBFPN 2006 Annual Conference.

Jundy A Geant, Tom Kunse, and the
Clare County Review contrilbated to this

story.

Distinguished Macomb County Farmstead Captures Neighbors’ Hearts

Twr barns on the grounds of the Bamoas
Ciclagnn House, 57500 Van Dvke, Waoshington,
in northern Macomb County are being renovated
to the delight of neighbors.

The burms, the unigque hoose, and five oeres
wre all thot remoin of o once J0-0cre Tnrm
that hod seven bams ond & history onlike ony
ather. Loren Andrus settled the farm in 1860,
rmising doiry cattle and sheep, The horns later
proviced shelter on the Underground Failroasd
leading, o the use ol the property for an
Underground Failrosd Bestnorant in the 10305,
From 1045 to i96ey, s part of the Albert H.
Schmicht Foundation Farm, it become a Wepme
State University agricaltuml training site lor
men returning from World War [0, n Parke
Dovis nnd Compamy research center for dairy
vaccines, pmd a ULS, Rubher testing grmand
for tires,  Still later, the barns were shops for
“Apple Barrel Farm.”™ Few forms can boast

to the past are being
iwwhﬂﬂudwrﬂdn
to go whers
how things used fo ba... -I
awn ayes, rather tham
a book.”

Kim Sikes, Octagon House volunieer,
Detroif Mews, Juns 29, 2005,

such a distinguished and diverse background,
including being bome to the top producing,
duiry herd in the state. Ag prodwetion ceased in
k4.

Friends of the Oelagon House (FOTOH)
Laumebed the “Save the Bams™ campaign in cary
June, The lknst priority i w stabilize a beo-story
cinder block and wood barn and reploce its

ciedar shake meaf (o begin in spring 2oo6). Old

shingkes will be parchosed by supporte s, signed
nnd displeyed.

A companion metal building is in use
for events that bring people together to share
communily spirit, heritoge, the arts, GBmily
pelebrations, ond youth eduecation,

“Sove the Barns™ committes cheirvomaon,
Tommi Graber sovs this project has won the
hiearts of many in the commuenity amd in the
suhdivisions that hove grown up just 20 fect
hehind the harnes where animals onee grazed.
*People are thrillad that we nre able to save these
harns, she soul”™

Historical reseanch is bring done by
Jon Wallinms of Shippert SAssociates, Saginaw.
Barn restoration is being directed by Dovid
Cindek,'Willinmeston.

Forinfarmatien, boors, events, rentals, ond
Loy parchase = Sove the Boms™ lapel pins wvnw,
potngonhouse.org. or (BRG) 7R1=0084.
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Barn Higlary Seught
Wy aregl-grandaiher, Henny . Bates, & natva of
MicTigan, bul g bam on hes Kansed fam about 1880 1
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Twice-Moved Barn Becomes Part of

Living History

A freshlv-painted gable roof barn
sk nds ameng white houses in Battle
Crecks Historie Adventist Village as
if it had always begn there, Bat, in
fact, this is the barn’s third home,

Built by Frapeis Snow, it
hegan its Fife as 8 hay barn in the
1880s south of Batthe Creek and
was moved in 1087 oo plmesr
homes=tead recreated on the grounds
of nearby Leila Arborebom en the
west end of the citv, [t was moved
to it= carrent and likely permansnt
home within the eity in 20003, o beeome o part
of the rezreation of Battle Creek's important
Seventh Doy Adventist history, Both moves were
handled by, Conti Boilding and Restoration of
Kalamazon, using a process known as * [laking.”

[nering flaking, the permanent pegs that
hald heritage barres Wopether ane replaced by
temporary pegs. Then, the harn is taken apart
insactions, [n this case the roof was divided
into cight sections, The end walls wene divided
into pieces 17" & 50" and the side walls inte
1'% 407 gections. A crane lowered the pleces
anko g truck, Fach section was marked 1o
indicate its positien on reconstrackion, as were
individual boards, posts amd beams, Flaking
can bz done when o harn is simply too largs or
geography makes it impossitde L move intect,
ar as a maller of preference an the par of the
CONEFEEOr O OWTIE,

AL the ime of the most recent move, Historic
Acdventist ¥Village Director, Stanley Cottrell was
quoted in the Battle Creek Enguirer (Ctobar 7,
Aol envisioning the barn's future vse: “People
can bz sitting on the hillside and well hove the
barn a5 a backdrop or stage.”

Reborn as a parl of Historic Adventist
Village, 2008,

Las=t June, those words rong troe as President
Abraham Lineoln (Chel Damron} delivered
astirring address beside tha harn s people
ghthered on the hillsade,

For more informatien: swecttrell@jono.esm,
LEE LY ST T

2006 Michigan Barn Calendars Available

“The Daovs and Droames of ALD. 20067 is
prociueed by The Bowne Township Historeal
Society, Al [Uis a fll-color, spiral-beand
calendar featuring borns throughesat the
tovwnship, a different barm each monthe The
“powver harn” s the only mourd barn in the
tovwnship and was built in 1907, The Society
hapes b presorve the barn, which was buill by
a Mr, Bouwldord and designed by hisson, Local
arsd national dates of importonee are noted
throughout the colendar.

Sally dehnson, Seckely president notes, *Car
litthe town strugples to keep from becoming a
ghost town as 50 many small towns have, We
are still one of few agricultural commuanities
skriving to keep urban groseth from eneroaching
ardd taking over all our Barmland=" Calendars
are 510 plus %3 postage,  Email sfjohnsengd

charter.nel or janevanswgE ol com, for details,

“Barms of Barry Connty”™ is procdeced through
the Barry Community Fourdation, Ttisa full-
eolor calendar, noting dates of key ovents in the
counly, Pholographs featured become part of
a parmanent collection af art 1o be displayed
initially ot Pennock Hospital, Hastings, and later
al neen prefit organizations, in memory of Louiss
Amnn Steckham, Froceeds from the sale of the
calendor barefil the memorial fund, Calendars
sell for 35 plus 51 shipping. Contact the Barry
County Community Foundation ot (260} a45-
SR,

Bonmie Hildrzth, Foundation president
suys L is bragic that so many harns, particularly
along M-37, are threatened By neglect or sprawl,
Capluring them en ilm maey help e inspine
preservation,




