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Niko's Landing in Comstock will host this year's Annual Meeting and Conference.
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Join us at the MBPN Annual Meeting
and Conference, May 5-6, 2017
It’s once again time for our Annual Meeting and Conference, and
this year, we will visit the Kalamazoo area, hosting the Conference
at Niko’s Landing in nearby Comstock, Michigan. Speakers and
panel presentations will provide informative and timely information
to attendees, and the coveted 2017 Barn of the Year Awards will be
announced.
And what would an annual conference be without a Barn Tour?
This year’s tour will take place on Friday, May 5th, and will visit five
diverse and intriguing examples of preservation and re-use of area
barns. A special treat this year will be a visit to the Gilmore Car

Museum, the largest auto museum in North America. The bus will
depart from Niko’s Landing at 8:30am that day, and it will return in
time for everyone to freshen up for dinner and to view a special screening of the long-awaited movie, The Barn Raisers (see article page 5).
New this year: The MBPN’s annual membership meeting will be
held on Saturday morning, May 6th, at Niko’s Landing, and the
awards program will follow the lunch that day.
—Vera Wiltse, MBPN Program Chair

See schedule on page 2
Barn Tour details on page 4

Speakers and presentations add substance to Conference
This year’s presenters represent a unique blend of history, culture, and
contemporary preservation efforts. Many of you recall the highly successful Granary Project from last year, when the MBPN facilitated the
dismantling and purchase of a timber frame Granary structure, sold
to MBPN members Tom and Lori Brubaker of Bruce Township,
Macomb County. Last July, the Granary was re-assembled as a MBPN
Workshop.
As one participant noted, “July 16 dawned a gray day, but by
11am the barn raising was in full swing with about 25 people working
on the barn framing or spectating. They hailed from all over
Michigan. It turned into a gorgeous summer day for an outdoor project like this.” On Saturday at the Conference, Julie Avery will tell us
all about the project!
Rudy Christian, an Ohio preservationist, will present. Rudy is
featured in The Barn Raisers, and he will give us his perspectives on
that project, as well as insights on “Repairing Historic Barn Frames.”
Artist Gwen Gutwein obtained a Bachelor's Degree in Fine Arts
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from Indiana University, graduating with honors. In addition, she
studied painting in Washington, Utah, North Carolina, Florida, Greece,
and Indiana. She has painted for many years and has won numerous
awards. Gwen continues to participate in solo exhibitions, group exhibitions and juried competitions. Many of her paintings are in private
and public collections across the country. Currently, in her Fort
Wayne, Indiana, studio she teaches private and semi/private art classes
and paint oils and watercolors. The Heritage Barns of Indiana Project
is an on-going painting project of Gwen’s. She is striving to do paintings of at least two old and/or historic barns from each of Indiana’s 92
counties. Along with the paintings, Gwen collects each barn’s distinctive history. Many of the barn histories are fascinating and even jawdropping snapshots of times past. Her presentation is entitled,
“Perspectives on Creating Barn Art.”
Afternoon speaker Michele Walk is an Extension educator with
Michigan State University Extension in the Eastern Upper Peninsula.
continued on page 2
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continued from page 1

MBPN Annual Meeting
and Conference, May 5-6, 2017
Here’s the full schedule:
Michigan Barn Preservation Network
Annual Meeting and Conference
May 5 & 6, 2017 – Niko’s Landing, 5852 Kings Highway,
Comstock, MI 49041 (phone: 269-342-8826)

Gwen Gutwein
captures an historic
barn on canvas.

Friday – Barn Tour -8:30am - 5:00pm

Photo by Gwen Gutwein

Friday Evening – 6:00pm - 9:00pm
Dinner and movie
Silent auction
Saturday
8:30am

Registration

9:00-9:45am Annual membership meeting
10:00-12:00

Speakers
Julie Avery - Saving the Granary
Rudy Christian – Ohio preservationist
Gwen Gutwein - artist

12:15pm

Lunch
Door prizes
Live auction
Barn of the Year Award presentations

2:00-3:00pm Speaker - Michele Walk – Agritourism
Considerations
3:00pm

End silent auction

3:15-4:15pm Ken Brock – barn contractor
Suggested Conference hotel: Candlewood Suites Kalamazoo,
3443 Retail Place Drive, Kalamazoo, MI 49045 269-270-3203.
Candlewood Suites is an all-suites hotel, and a block of king
and double/double studio suites @ $99/night (plus taxes) is
being held until April 13, 2017. Guests should call the hotel
directly and reference Michigan Barn Preservation or book
directly online using the Block Code MBP at
https://www.candlewoodsuites.com.

Michele has worked in the community development field for more than
20 years, including 12 years with MSU Extension. In her current role
at the Extension, she focuses primarily on business development related local food systems, but continues to do some programming in the
area of tourism. She will present on the growing phenomenon of
Agritourism—the business of establishing farm destinations that provide pleasure, as well as recreation, information and education. Tours,
tastings, dinners-in-the-field, farm stays, vineyards, breweries, ranches, workshops, festivals, and the direct sale of fresh and local food
products through “pick your own” are just a few examples. Adding
Agritourism to an existing farm enterprise can be a great way to promote connections with customers, increase farm revenue, educate nonfarm citizens about today’s sustainable farming practices and protect
the beauty of rural landscapes. Michele’s presentation is entitled,
“Agritourism—Blending Tourism with Ag, Food and Outdoor
Recreation.”
Ken Brock of Legendary Timberworks is an energetic businessman and a hands-on craftsman with a passion for old and new timber.
He is a journeyman craftsman, accomplished rigger, licensed builder,
idea man, and troubleshooter with Engineering and Business degrees.
Legendary Timberworks is a company with a passion for old barns and
historic structures. They take heart in repairing, moving, restoring
and/or converting structures for adaptive reuse. Ken’s goal is to provide excellence in workmanship and a balance in historical authenticity. As one of our members and a premier barn preservationist, Ken will
regale Conference attendees with stories about iconic agricultural
structures that smatter the Michigan landscape, including in growth
areas such as Ann Arbor. His presentation: “Refreshed Barns.”
We hope you enjoy all of the presenters at this year’s Annual
Conference!
—Keith Kehlbeck, Newsletter Editor

What’s in a word? Barnwright…

Barn tour: $50 (member) and $80 (non-member) - includes
lunch and admission to Gilmore Car Museum

This term is generally accepted as barnwright (one word). The
word ending "….wright” in general means one that constructs
something such as housewright, shipwright or cartwright. These
traditional words have mostly gone out of usage. In more modern
times these definitions are generally accepted to include those
that also repair said artifacts. So a barnwright can be one who
constructs or repairs (traditional) barns.
Another definition I got off of the Barn Doctor website…

Friday dinner and movie: $30 (for everyone)

barnwright

Saturday (including lunch): $52 (member) and $82 (nonmember)

Established general contractor with emphasis on historic
preservation;

Participants can register online at: www.mibarn.net

Consultant on structural, historic, and adaptive reuse of barns
and other historic structures

Enjoy a video tour of the hotel on www.youtube.com (search
for Candlewood Suites Kalamazoo) or visit them online at:
www.candlewoodsuites.com

Registration for the conference:

—Steve Stier
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President’s Message

2017 Barn
of the Year Awards

Recently, I, along with several members of
the MBPN attended a Michigan Premier
showing of The Barn Raisers movie at the
Rochester Hills Museum. The Fourth Wall
Film Makers received significant financial
support from our organization, inasmuch
as their film dovetails with our mission to
help preserve Michigan barns. This film is
filled with very emotional barn stories and
includes many Michigan barns, as well as
familiar faces such as Steve Stier and the
late Don Staebler. This film will be shown
Clare Koenigsknecht
on Friday night of our Conference, and we
will have 100 copies of the film available on DVD for sale at that
event. Buy copies to gift to friends, neighbors, children or grandparents, etc. You can have a movie night at your home or at an organization that needs a program. The Barn Raisers will tug on the heart
strings of our barn lovers.
On other fronts, our membership renewals and new member
applications have been increasing. We also have noticed that smaller
donations of $10 - $100 have increased this year. Your membership
and donations are very appreciated by our board members, who
spend countless hours to save barns. We also have available a Cupola
Lifetime Membership for two people for $1,000, and recently welcomed several new Cupola members, as noted elsewhere in this
newsletter. Cupola membership is a great way to show your appreciation for all of the great barn tours and conference programs presented by the MBPN over the years. We are a 501(c)3 organization, so
your donations are deductible. And, by becoming a Cupola Member,
you will never have to worry if your dues are paid. Our Cupola fund
is at $18,000. and when the fund reaches $30,000, we will create a
foundation. Your name will be a legacy in this foundation.

At this year’s Annual and Conference and Meeting on May
6th, the MBPN will announce its 2017 Michigan Barns of
the Year Awards. Last year was the 20th year the MBPN
presented the awards, and including this year’s awardees,
a total of more than 80 barns from across Michigan have
been recognized for their unique qualities and/or preservation efforts. The Barn of the Year program annually honors existing Michigan barns that exemplify outstanding
character in our state. Nominated barns must have been
built before 1957 and must be in-use for one of four purposes: Continuing Family or Private Agricultural Use;
Family or Private Adaptive Use; Non-profit Agricultural or
Adaptive Use; and Commercial Agricultural or Adaptive
Use. Barns must retain their overall appearance—both interior and exterior barn characteristics. Nominations are
open to the public, reviewed and determined by the MBPN
Awards Committee members, and awarded to the barn owners at the Annual Conference. As previously noted on our
website and in other communications, the submission deadline (postmarked) is March 24, 2017. Thank you to all who
have nominated barns for the award. We can admire those
edifices still standing, and we can honor those who make
the extra effort to restore and maintain their historic
barns. By recognizing these barns and their saviors, we
hope to inspire others to do the same. For additional information, contact Keith Anderson, Chair of the Barn of the
Year Committee 616-540-6701 or
klanderson42@gmail.com
—Keith Anderson, Barn of the Year Awards Chair

Yours,
Clare Koenigsknecht

Opera Houses – Fair Grounds – Barns
Historically, these icons were built in communities across
Michigan. Their original purposes were in serving communities
through entertainment, learning, and food production. These
were important and sustained that ‘sense of place’. Today these
structures of our culture and community history still exist in
many communities. Their contributions remain but have been
adapted to contemporary times and community use. Opera
Houses still in existence serve as community gathering places.
Whether in municipal, business, or private ownership, many
have been adapted to antique shops, business incubators and
movie houses. Fair grounds, primarily in municipal and nonprofit ownership, remain in most every county as a gathering
place for citizens and youth to demonstrate skills and products,
and bring community together. Youth showcase their growing
knowledge across many fields, and politicians meet the public.
Barns remain on the landscape, especially in our more rural
and remote areas, and speak to the agriculture that settled the
region as well as today’s farming. Whether large operation animal or crop farming or and a growing number number of small
and organic farms, traditional barns are there—a visible record
of our heritage.
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Barns today are owned by individuals, municipalities, and
corporations. Increasingly we are seeing interest in maintaining,
restoring and adapting them for functional uses (agriculture
and other) and for personal reasons. Like Opera Houses and fair
grounds, adapting to updated uses is critical for barn preservation. County government accepting and restoring historic barns
for their own (storage) as well as public use (in parks and
events) is growing throughout Michigan. Small farmers are
adapting traditional barns for their small diversified and organic
growing needs. Communities are restoring barns as community
centers and museums; and private individuals who love their
barns are adapting and restoring them for their own and their
family uses.
Barns are traditional structures, they are elegant and adaptable for numerous contemporary uses. A continuing presence of
traditional barns on the landscape and in our communities is
important in many ways.
What can you do to encourage this in your community and
with officials and your friends?
—Julie Avery, MBPN Board Member and
Communications Chair

www.mibarn.net
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Barn Tour Details

Nothing kicks off an Annual Meeting and Conference better than a
Barn Tour, and this year is no exception. Here are brief descriptions
of the stops on the Tour. Space is limited, so reserve your space now
for what will be an exciting day of touring.
The Barn Theatre is an adaptive re-use structure that houses a Barn
Theatre school for advanced training. They promote the concept that
artists, performers, designers, technicians, stage managers, directors
and art managers should have a broadly-based theatre exposure and
experience. The Barn Theatre’s story began in 1946, when Jack
Ragotzy, Betty Ebert and a tightly-knit group founded the Village
Players. After mounting their first few seasons in a former Methodist
church, the Village Players moved into a dairy barn purchased by
Jack and Betty. That barn became the Barn Theatre. The Barn
Theatre has since built a reputation as one of the finest professional
equity summer stock theatres in the county.
Tiller’s International’s mission is to preserve, study, and exchange
low-capital technologies that increase the sustainability and productivity of people in rural communities. Their vision is to create an
international learning community in which they seek an understanding of local conditions, inspire an attitude of experimentation and
give the promise of rural sustainability for generations to come.



Tillers began in 1981 as the Tillers Small Farm Program at the
Kalamazoo Nature Center. In 1989, they left the Nature Center and
moved to the Carrol Abbey farm. Now they are on their own 500 acre
campus in Scotts, MI. That farmstead had been in the family since
1925. Lunch will be served at Tiller’s.
The Gilmore Car Museum started in the early 1960s, when Donald
S. Gilmore began a collection of vintage automobiles. Some of the
first vehicles in his collection included a 1927 Ford Model T, a 1913
Rolls Royce, and a 1920 Pierce Arrow. To accommodate his collection,
he acquired 90 acres of land in southwestern Michigan in a small
town known as Hickory Corners. It was his wife, Genevieve, who
came up with the idea to turn the collection into a museum, providing future generations access to Donald’s one-of-a-kind collection.
Today, the Gilmore Car Museum is the largest auto museum in North
America with over 180,000 square feet of exhibit space. Today the
Gilmore has 6 barns, 3 of which are open to the public.
Other stops include the Lockshore Barn and the Wilbur barn,
both exceptional examples of local barns that have been successfully
preserved. For more details, see the Barn Tour program that will be
provided on the bus.
—Jerry Damon, Past MBPN Board Member, Barn Tour Committee

Stops on this year's Friday bus tour.

Photos provided by Jerry Damon and Chuck Saputo
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The Barn Raisers comes to the MBPN!
The long-awaited documentary by
Mid-America Emmy nominated
filmmakers Kelly and Tammy
Rundle of Fourth Wall Films is
coming to the Network’s Annual
Conference! The Barn Raisers tells
the story of barns in the Midwest
by examining them through the
lens of architecture. The film
explores what building methods,
barn styles, and materials tell us
about the people who built them,
the life they lived, and the role
these "country cathedrals" played
in the settling and building of
the Nation.
The Rundles were with us
during the 2015 Leelanau
County Fall Barn Tour. They
continued to tour around
Michigan interviewing barn scholars, barn workers, and owners.
MBPN is very proud to have assisted in identifying individuals to
interview and Michigan barns.
The Barn Raisers historical documentary feature film tells the
story of barns in the Upper Midwest by examining them through the
lens of architecture. What do barn settings, styles, methods and

Don Staebler and Kelly Rundle

Photos by 4th Wall Films

Kelly and Tammy Rundle, producers of The Barn Raisers
materials tell us about the people who built them, the life they lived,
and the role these vanishing country cathedrals played in the settling and building of a growing nation? Barns were constructed by
farmer/craftsmen, professional builders who traveled from job to job
and even architects like Frank Lloyd Wright. The Barn Raisers
paints a cinematic portrait of barns and builders, and reminds us
that these remnants from America's rural past are still here to be
appreciated and experienced.
The film brings to life vintage barns in Iowa, Kansas,
Wisconsin, Michigan and Ohio. But The Barn Raisers isn’t just a lesson in Midwestern folk architecture. Through interviews with barn
owners, writers, historians, craftsmen and preservationists, plus historic photos, vintage film reels and new footage taken at historic
barns, the film weaves together stories of the barns and the people
that built them. The high-definition documentary is 80 minutes in
length and will be shown in its entirety on Friday evening at Niko’s
Landing.
The Barn Raisers was partially funded by grants from: Silos
and Smokestacks National Heritage Area, Humanities Iowa, the
Kansas Humanities Council, Ohio Humanities Council, the National
Barn Alliance/Russ & LuAnn Mawby, and the Wisconsin Humanities
Council, the Moline Foundation, the Community Foundation of
Jackson County…and the Michigan Barn Preservation Network.
—Keith Kehlbeck, Newsletter Editor

Reviews for The Barn Raisers
Jonathan Turner, film reviewer for the Dispatch-Argus gave The
Barn Raisers his highest accolades! "The Barn Raisers feels like a
hymn to the solemn beauty and importance of these buildings,
and the Rundles treat them with the reverence they deserve..."
Linda Cook, film critic for the Quad City Times gave the film
4-out-of-4 Stars! "Great documentaries, like this one, entertain,
teach us about the human condition and help us see the world in
a different way."
For those who were able to attend a preview of the film in
February at the useum, the museum went all out. As one attendee
noted, “The presentation had water, popcorn, cupcakes, padded
seats, a wonderful room and comfort in that barn. The photography and the music is exceptional.” MBPN representatives Clare
Koenigsknecht, Tammis Donaldson, Chuck Bultman, Steve Stier
and others attended, and they report that Michigan is well-represented in the film.

Spring 2017

Steve notes that 12 barns from our state are featured, as well
as an interview with the late Don Staebler, our Ann Arbor friend
who recently passed away at the age of 106. Don's barn received
the prestigious Barn of the Year Award in 2011. In October of
2015, about the time Ann Arbor was beginning to show its fall
colors, the Rundles sat down with Don, who was eager to show
them the family farm where he lived since he arrived there in
1912 at the age of two. After an in-depth interview, he showed
them the farm…and passed along his pride that had been passed
along to him from his father, Albert. Memories of the building of
the barn were crystal clear in his memory, and those stories come
through in the film. “We are truly honored to have met Don and
to have spent an enjoyable afternoon with him listening to his stories,” said Kelly Rundle. “The wonderful thing about the film is
that our time together is preserved, and Don is alive and well on
the screen whenever The Barn Raisers plays.” R.I.P. Don Staebler.

www.mibarn.net

5

MBPN Welcomes Newest Cupola Members
We are pleased to welcome the newest MBPN Cupola Lifetime member, Debora J. Remer from Utica. Debbie has been a volunteer at the
Van Hoosen Farm for many years and is very involved in the
Rochester area. She is a retired science teacher from the Utica area
and has worked through all of the Museum projects there with
Patrick McKay, including building restorations. Debbie has written
books about local history, and she worked on the archeological site at
the farm over the years and much more. She also is a long time member of the Society for the Preservation of Old Mills and brought their
annual well-attended conference to Rochester, MI abut 4-5 years ago.
At the recent Rochester Museum screening of The Barn Raisers,
Remer provided cupcakes for the attendees of the recent Rochester
Hills Museum screening of the Barn Raisers.
We will also be recognizing longtime MBPN supporters Dan and
Jean Creyts as new Cupola members at this year's conference. Many
of you know Dan from his service on the Board, his creation of the
MBPN annual calendars, and as bus tour guide on many a tour. Dan
would be the first to acknowledge that he couldn’t have done any of it
without Jean’s support!
As explained in earlier newsletters, the MBPN Board created a
restricted fund to hold this level of donation towards the possibility of
establishing an endowment with the designated priority of barn rehabilitation education. In 2008, an Endowment Committee researched
and investigated an endowment as an avenue to direct future interest
income to specific priorities for the organization. When we reach the
$20,000 - $30,000 level, we can move towards formally establishing
this endowment. The principal amount would be held in perpetuity,
and annual interest income would come to the MBPN for operational
and programmatic funding. During the last decade, a number of individuals and couples have joined the MBPN as lifetime members, making a strong statement of commitment to the goals and principles of
our Network. No organization such as ours could survive without
monetary support from its members. And those who step up over
time—and with generous levels of funding—are at the top of our list
for thanks and praise.
—Vera Wiltse, Program Chair, and Janine Saputo

Photo by Chuck Saputo

Debby Remer “Receiving the Preservation Leadership Award from
the Rochester Historic District Commission in 2012. Presented by
Brian Dunphy”.
A very special thanks to our Cupola Lifetime Members:
Jan Corey & Doyle Arnett
Brad & Linda Brogren
Michael & Diane Dalton
Leo Fitzpatrick & Judy Grant
Robert & Debra Foti
Jim & Ann Freiburger
Charleen & Royal Heins

Tom Irrer
Ron Kuhl
Wm. Kimball & Alice Robinson
Linda Mueller
Steve Stier & Julie Avery
Rex & Ginny Tefertiller
Vera Wiltse

Consider becoming a Cupola/lifetime member at $1000 and help to
move the MBPN forward!

Building Tradesman newspaper
article quotes MBPN
A February 17, 2017 article in the Building Tradesman opined,
“Who doesn’t like to see an old barn standing proud? And who
doesn’t feel a twinge of sadness at the sight of a collapsed barn
while driving along a highway or rural road?” My thoughts,
exactly! The article goes on to note that today, a century after our
nation moved away from being an agriculture-based economy, the
barn remains one of the most iconic American symbols.
In addition to providing a history of the word “barn” (originally comes from the expression ‘a place for barley’), the article
traces the history of winnowing machines, ploughs, roll-over
rakes, wagons, sleighs, livestock ‘and the occasional raccoon’ as
they relate to barns. Traditional skills are also highlighted. “Very
often details of craftsmanship hidden high in the hayloft are likely to be of finer quality than those displayed in the parlor of the
family house,” notes the article. Until the early 20th century, for
many rural communities, barn building was just about the most
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significant construction project most people would see in their
lifetimes. Likewise, barn raisings—accomplished most often in
June or July when farmers had some time between the planting
season and harvest—were ‘events’ that involved the entire community. Here, the MBPN served as a resource for the article. “They
(barns) remind us of our heritage and help tell the story of rural
life. They serve as landmarks while fulfilling the purpose for
which they were originally designed, housing agricultural products and animals. With maintenance and some adaptations, they
can serve as well for many years to come.” It seems to me that this
is our mission in a nutshell!
—Rose Putnam

Rose Putnam is a past member of the MBPN Board and has been
a leader of the Thumb Quilt Trail and in efforts to save the
Gagetown Octagon Barn.
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In reverence . . . or waiting to catch the kitten!

Saving the
Poor Farm Barn
Autumn Urban often explored
the woodlands and fields surrounding Leelanau County’s
Poor Farm barn, admiring the
structure and pondering its
history. Urban and her family
spent more than 10 years at a
home in the 1990s and early
2000s near Myles Kimmerly
Leelanau Historical Society Museum
Park and the white barn that
sits north, on the other side of County Road 616 near Maple City.
“I would always walk the rail and look at that barn and wonder;
‘Who owns that barn?’ ‘What’s its story?’”, she said.
Researching the area and the barn’s history with others led
them to find the more than 100-year-old structure situated just off
the roadway is all that remains of the Leelanau County Poor
Farm, a development constructed in the early 1900s to assist the
county’s poor population. The home was torn down in the 1960s,
making the two-story barn the only structure to remain from the
once-large farm. There are rich stories of the Poor Farm’s residents that comprise an important part of local history. Finding a
use for the barn and deciding whether to rid it of county ownership remains a continuing battle, and one that I became involved
with recently. As part of this effort, I reviewed different reports
from barn contractors that outline the deficiencies, like water filtration and rot in the framing. Many of the issues resulted from
years of neglect, and it gets a little worse each year. The county
hasn’t paid any attention to the barn or put any money or maintenance into it. I hope that the commissioners will vote to find a
way to maintain the barn by fixing the issues themselves and
using it for storage or another use, or consider selling it to someone with the resources to maintain it.
Concerned residents like Autumn Urban continue advocating
for the preservation of the historic barn. The Leelanau County
Board of Commissioners sent out bid requests for the removal of
the centennial structure several weeks ago with a deadline in
March. We’ll all be watching to see if this historically significant
structure is somehow preserved.
—Steve Stier, MBPN Vice President and
Technical Committee Chair
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 Contractor Corner 

As many of you know, the MBPN serves as a resource and sounding
board for individuals throughout Michigan who have questions or needs
concerning the preservation of barns in danger of being lost to time and
the elements. When we receive inquiries, we attempt to connect people
with contractors who might be able to at least point the person(s) in the
right direction for taking positive preservation steps. Sometimes, this
leads to contractors working on a particular project.
As part of the MBPN’s Technical Committee—and the ‘intake’ point
for many questions directed to the Network, I’d like to outline one such
recent inquiry. Thanks to longtime MBPN supporter Tom Nehil for helping provide suggestions for constructive solutions!
The initial inquiry came to us online from Cindy Kern, Farm Manager
at Maybury Farm, and she was looking for a structural engineer to help
with a timber frame barn. I forwarded the request:

From: Tammis To: Tom Nehil Cc: Stephanie Duval Subject: Northville
Maybury barn
HI Tom! I know you are retired but, I was wondering if you could give
me some advice on what structural engineer to seek out? It is a timber
frame barn. The barn was relocated in 2004 and is on a new concrete
foundation. The barn serves both the public and the staff/volunteers that
run the farm.
This barn is located in Northville. It is run by a non-profit (Northville
Community Foundation). They actually do some farming including animals. They would like to confirm the structure as it relates to the hay
mow. How many bales can it hold? There have been a couple of band aid
patches.
Tammis Donaldson
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From: Tom To: Tammis Subject: RE: Northville Maybury barn
Hi Tammis, yes I have retired, but not disappeared. I will still be consulting with the company, and between myself and Ben Trojniak we can certainly help you with this. Ben is pretty experienced with old barns, timber
framing, timber grading, and how to address some of the challenges of
adaptive reuse should you need that. I can always help with wood identification which ties in with grading to establish the legally defined safe load
carrying capacity. So tell us more about the barn, the schedule, and we
can get you any information you might need from us to get this rolling.
Thomas E. Nehil, PE | Principal Emeritus
From: Cynthia Kern To: Tammis Subject:
Wonderful! Thank you so much - this is exactly what I was hoping for
when I connected with your network. Helpful ideas and experienced
resources who can help us. I’ll reach out to Ben and give them the information they need to give us a quote.
Yes! I think your idea of having a classroom/meeting space in that maintenance shed (with some modifications!) could be a great solution. I’m meeting with a contractor this morning on another project and plan to inquire
with him about the feasibility of it to see what he thinks. Thanks for the
great idea and for you and Stephanie coming out - and braving the weather!
- to offer your advice. Look forward to continuing to work together.
Cindy Kern
While we can’t always solve every problem—or provide a solution to every
inquiry—we do our best to connect the dots wherever possible. Thanks
again to all of our contractors who do their best to be supportive of this
important work!
—Tammis Donaldson, Technical Committee
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