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How did Lapeer get its Name? 
Folklore claims Lapeer was derived from the naming of 
the south branch of the Flint River, which flows north-
westward over quite a long distance of rocky bed in La-
peer County.  French and Indian traders frequently 
passed over this section of the county and through the 
river, ultimately naming our city for the stone that lay at 
the river bottom.  The translation of stone in French is 
“LePierre”; the English translation of Canadian French 
accent of this word is “Lapeer”.  The river was named 
Flint, synonymous with stone. 
(City of Lapeer website) 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 Who We Are: 
Established in 1995, the Michigan Barn Preservation Net-
work (MBPN) is an active, statewide 501©3 nonprofit 
organization of barn owners and enthusiasts. We believe 
barns are important economic and cultural resources in 
our communities and are symbols of our nation’s rich 
agricultural heritage.  

What we believe: 
Barns symbolize positive qualities of American character: 

strength, honesty, endurance, security, and family stability. 
They remind us of our heritage and help tell the story of rural 
life. They serve as landmarks while fulfilling the purpose for 
which they were originally designed, housing agricultural 
products and animals. With maintenance and some adapta-
tions, they can serve us well for many years to come. 



 

2024 Lapeer County Barn Tour 
Registration at Stonegate 
https://www.stonegatefarmeventsmi.com 

Built in 1909, Stonegate originally was a cattle 
farm. Approximately 25 years ago, it was com-
pletely remodeled by the Amish and was 
turned into a private car/tractor museum and 
event venue. 2024 is the second season that 
Stonegate has done weddings, for example. 
The fields around the property are all rented 
out to farmers where they grow corn/soybeans. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Huntsman Hunt Club 
 
https://www.thehuntsmanhuntclub.com/ 
 
“The Huntsman Hunt Club is a private shoot-
ing preserve in Southeast Michigan. Originally 
a working family farm, with rolling pastures 
and wooded ponds, the club has grown into 
Michigan’s premier shooting preserve. The 
clubhouse is situated amongst lushly land-
scaped grounds and features a relaxing, yet 
refined environment with fieldstone fireplaces 
and an abundance of hand-hewn woodwork.”  



 



 



 

 

Built in 1888 
The Old Town Hall (OTH)/Opera House has 
been the scene for many dances, plays, grad-
uations, weddings, baby showers and wakes. 
The old Metamora Union School used it 
for school events, including indoor sports! In 
1979, the Township chose to lease the little 
building over to the newly formed Metamora 
Historical Society (MHS),  and a major resto-
ration project began. Thanks to the inspiration 
of the community and the many volunteer 
workers, the building was brought back to 
life. The restored hall now sits as an integral 
part of the Village. It has been preserved as a 
very important player in Metamora’s History.  

Boxed Lunch at the Old Town Hall 



 

 

The Metamora 
Crossroads Historic 
District is a historic 
district centered at the 
intersection of Oak 
and High Street in the 
small village of Meta-
mora in Metamora 
Township in Lapeer 
County, Michigan. It 
was designated as a 
Michigan State Histor-
ic Site and also added 
to the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places 

Lunchtime Presenter; Wendy Lange 
Wendy Lange earned a Bachelor's degree in Chemical Engineer-
ing from Michigan Technological University and a Masters De-
gree in Polymer Engineering from the University of Detroit. She 
was an Engineering Group Manager at General Motors and re-
cently retired from there after 36 years. Though she was a scien-
tist, her creative side always loved photography. Nature and the 
outdoors were her passion. When she moved to Dryden Michigan 
in 1999 she became interested in all of the beautiful old barns. 
She began photographing them and learning their history from 
the families that owned them. The result was two books detailing 
what she learned and photographed in both Dryden and Almont. 
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Drive by the Hadley Mill 

https://hadleytownship.org/page_id=145 



 

Gregory Dairy Barn 

The Gregory Dairy Farm was a Centennial Farm prop-
erty that includes a large L-shaped barn and a wooden 
grain silo used by several generations of the Gregory 
family, who farmed approximately 160 acres to raise 
feed for dairy, and later beef, cattle. The dairy farm 
was founded in 1849. The farm was recently sold by 
the great-great-granddaughter of the original family 
founder.  
 
The current owners, Johann and Joanne Odermann, 
note that the barn is a classic old dairy barn with a 
wooden silo. The tour barn is the second barn on the 
site, having been built in the 1920s on the site of the 
original barn. The barn has recently been refurbished 
and painted, and the stanchions inside the gambrel 
roofed barn are particularly noteworthy. In addition to 
the big dairy barn, there is a detached milk house, 
converted into a chicken coop at one point, as well as 
a pole barn that was used as a tool shed. The farm 
house dates to the 1890s and had been lovingly re-
stored before the recent sale.  



 



 

Ivory Farm 

https://www.ivoryfarms.net/ 

The Ivory family has been farming in Had-
ley, MI for generations. Continuing the 
tradition, Pete began his own operation in 
2005 as he planted his first Chestnut 
trees. The following year, he expanded 
Ivory Farms by additionally planting 
Christmas trees.  In 2017, Ivory Farms 
began U-Cut Christmas trees which con-
tinued until the 2021 season before clos-
ing for good. U-Pick Chestnuts began in 
2018 and is growing more each year. We 
welcome you to come visit us in the fall to 
pick and roast your own fresh chestnuts.    



 



 

Assembly Diagram of the  
Teamwork and Timber Barn 



 

Lapeer County had a lot of mills that are no longer 
standing. A variety of mills from; saw mills, shingle 
mills, grist mills and more.  
 



 

Thanks:  
• To the barn owners on this tour 
• Stonegate Farm for tour headquarters 
• Indiana Barn Foundation (info inserts) 
• Stephanie White (Teamwork and Timber 

drawing) 
• County Press  
• Metamora Historical Society 
• Lunch provided by: White Horse Inn 
• https://www.thewhitehorseinn.com/history 
• Lunch speaker and author; Wendy Lange 
• Brochure Design by Tammis Donaldson 
• Printing by ARC Documents Solutions, Clawson MI 

Courtesy rules: 
• Please no smoking 
• Please leave no trash behind 
• Photography approved 

Lapeer County Barn Tour Committee: 
• Laurie Sisco 
• Tammis Donaldson 
• Melissa Jaskiewicz 
• MBPM board members 

Michigan Barn Preservation Network 
 
 
 
 
 

https://mibarn.net 
https://www.facebook.com/mibarn 
 



 

The Questions We’re Most Often Asked… 
Q. Is there any funding for barn restora-
tion? 
The Michigan Barn Preservation Network 
keeps tabs on funding opportunities in the 
form of grants, tax credits and low-interest 
loans. Currently there are no governmental 
grants in Michigan to help private owners of 
barns with restoration or repair of their per-
sonal property. Work on barns which are 
owned by municipalities, nonprofit organiza-
tions or other public entities may be eligible 
for consideration for grants and awards 
through governmental and foundation pro-
grams. Listing on the National or State Reg-
ister of Historic Places is a requirement for 
most grants. 
 

Maintenance is one of the first steps to 
preserve your barn. 



 

Q. How can I find someone to fix my barn? 
There are people all across Michigan who do 
repair work on old barns. Some do historically 
accurate timber frame work. Some do struc-
tural reinforcement by using cables. Some 
specialize in installing steel roofing and siding. 
Many will repair anything from foundation to 
cupola. 
Our website provides a Contractor’s List as a 
place for barn owners to start looking for help. 

Q. Why are barns red? 
MBPN Board Member Keith Anderson offers 
several practical and cost-effective reasons 
why red became the dominant color of early 
barns. Article on our website. 
 
Q. Have questions about rehabilitating or 
repairing your barn?  
MBPN has a committee of experts to answer 
your inquiries. Contact the chairperson, Steve 
Stier. 

http://mibarn.org/ResourceMaintenance/output/contractors_list.php
mailto:stephenstier@gmail.com
mailto:stephenstier@gmail.com


 

      
 
 
  
                        

Mission:  
Promoting Appreciation, Preservation and Re-
habilitation of Michigan Barns, Farmsteads 
and Rural Communities since 1995. 

 


