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Lumbering Brought Short Lived Towns 
Bordered by Eastern Michigan University’s Fish Lake Environ-
mental Education Center on the north and Vernor and Five Lakes 
roads on the other sides, Fish Lake is a small and serene jewel 
set in the landscape on the edge of the Lapeer State Game Area. 
It’s difficult to imagine this setting once held a railway spur and a 
huge lumber mill. After Henry Stephens, an Almont merchant 
and owner of Stephens, Currier and Townsend Lumber Compa-
ny, built his lumber mill on the lake in 1870, a community known 
variably as Stephens, Stephens Mill, or Fish Lake came to be. 
The post office opened in 1872, and a year later Stephens 
helped bring a branch of the Detroit and Bay City Railway from 
Lapeer’s depot on Nepessing Street to the mill. In the 13 years of 
operation of the mill, Stephens’s 400 men cut 270 million feet of 
pine. After pine was depleted, Stephens turned to lumbering oak, 
and the mill closed in late 1883. The extravagant Stephens Hotel 
at Fish Lake had boasted 105 rooms, a ballroom, and a dining 
room that seated 200. The barn once housed 300 horses. Yet by 
1886, the hotel was empty, and the railway was removed a few 
years later.*  
*The County Press, October 28, 2018 by Krystal Moralee –  
Contributing Writer 



 

 
 
 
 

 
 Who We Are: 
Established in 1995, the Michigan Barn Preservation Net-
work (MBPN) is an active, statewide 501©3 nonprofit 
organization of barn owners and enthusiasts. We believe 
barns are important economic and cultural resources in 
our communities and are symbols of our nation’s rich 
agricultural heritage.  

What we believe: 
Barns symbolize positive qualities of American character: 
strength, honesty, endurance, security, and family stability. 

They remind us of our heritage and help tell the story of rural 
life. They serve as landmarks while fulfilling the purpose for 
which they were originally designed, housing agricultural 
products and animals. With maintenance and some adapta-

tions, they can serve us well for many years to come. 



 

 
 What we do: 

• Annual conference 
• Quarterly Newsletter 
• Email blasts 
• Annual barn tour 
• Barn of the Year awards 
• Founders awards 
• Website 
• Facebook page 
• Barn calendar 
• Workshops 
• Teamwork and Timbers 
• Exhibits 
• Volunteer opportunities 
• Membership 
• Membership 
• Ask one of our MBPN board members for more 
 information 



 

Early Michigan barn construction relied on hand-hewn timber 
frames, often small, 3-bay structures on grade with gable roofs. 
As farming needs evolved, barns grew in size and complexity, 
incorporating basements, shed-roof lean-tos, and increasing bay 
sizes. The late 1800s saw a transition to braced frame construc-
tion using sawn lumber, enabling larger, more versatile structures 
with improved ventilation. Plank frame barns, built from 2” thick 
planks nailed together, also gained popularity, along with the 
Shawver truss system for supporting roofs, according to the 
Michigan Barn Preservation Network. Gambrel roofs emerged in 
the early 20th century, offering more usable space for hay stor-
age.  AI  Overview 



 



 

What You Can Do: 
• Attend the annual conference 
• Join the MBPN and get: 
o Quarterly Newsletter 
o  Email blasts 
o  Receive MBPN barn calendar 
• Attend the annual barn tour 
• Submit an application to the Barn of 
 the Year (BOY) awards 
• Visit our Website 
• Visit our Facebook page 
• Join a workshop 
• Volunteer opportunities 
o  Teamwork & Timbers program 
o  Lots of other opportunities;  
  Ask us! 



 

MBPN 2025 Lapeer County 
Barn tour headquarters at  
Columbiaville Historical  
Society 

Columbiaville 
Mill’s in 1898 
Stave Mill 
Flour Mill 
Planing Mill 
Cider Mill 
Woolen Mill 



 



 



 



 

Sugar Shack Farm 
Bank barn; gambrel roof barn, stone 
foundation, and 
Timber frame construction. 



 

Hazel & Otto Shoultz between 1930-1940 plat 

Sugar Shack 
Maple syrup production 



 

Howell’s 1878 Tractor Barn 
Bank Barn; gable roof, replaced foundation,  
Timber frame construction. 
 
Gary Howell wrote a informative article for the 
MBPN. See the white paper on our website. 
Www.mibarn.net/resources 



 

County Press quote: 
The 96-by-54 English bank barn was built in 1878 
by Benjamin Redfield, who had purchased the 
property in 1854 and lumbered it off.  The lumber-
ing is likely what saved the Redfield’s property—
including the massive barn built from local white 
pine—from the Great Fire of 1881. 



 

Mystical Farm by Melissa. 
Bank barn, arched roof, stone founda-
tion, timber frame construction. 



 

 

Lunch event 
At Melissa’s 
Farm 

Arched roof barn tour. Milk the goats, bees and honey 
demonstration.  Meet Melissa’s horses. Plus Lunch! 



 

Johnson’s Shingle Saw Mill noted on map as SSM 

Johnson Mill/Elm Creek  
If you stand at the intersections of Laur and Johnson Mill roads, 
it’s hard to imagine a settlement where there is now nothing 
more than a farm and fields. But in 1874, much of Deerfield 
Township was still owned by logging companies and the only 
organized settlement was Elm Creek, later called Johnson Mill, 
possibly after Alex Johnson or Johnston, who had a shingle mill 
here. 
There were shingle and sawmills, a school and a post office 
here among the farms and homes. The post office operated 
from 1873 to 1875 and reopened around 1882 for a short time. 
The location of the school moved and possibly changed in 
structure from shanty to frame style. The school burned after 
being struck by lightning in August of 1959.  
 
Krystal Moralee – Contributing Writer—County Press 



 

Fish Lake lumber mill & Otter Lake loggers 



 

Opperman Farm—Quilt Barn 
Grade barn; arch roof built in 1914. 
Three bay timber frame construction. 



 

Opperman Farm 



 

Bank barn; 
Gable roof, tim-
ber frame con-
struction, re-
placed founda-
tion. 
Working farm. 



 

1954 

Ranson Meyers 
1842—1897 
Original owner  
Civil War  
veteran 



 

Historical barn / farmstead pictures from 
Columbiaville Historical Society 



 

Animals you will meet on the tour! 



 



 

Assembly Diagram of the  
Teamwork and Timber Barn 



 

 



 

Thanks:  
• To the barn owners on this tour 
• Columbiaville Historical Society for the 2025 Barn Tour 

headquarters  
• Www.Facebook.com/ColumbiavilleHistoricalSociety 
• Indiana Barn Foundation (info inserts) 
• Stephanie White (T&T assembly drawing) 
• County Press  
• Lunch provided by: Ben’s Supercenter 
• Bison burgers by Jimmy Z’s Bison Ranch 
• Detroit Public Library Burton Collection 
• Library of Congress Digital Collection 
• Brochure Design by Tammis Donaldson 
• Printing by ARC Documents 

Courtesy rules: 
• Please no smoking 
• Please leave no trash behind 
• Photography approved 

Lapeer County Barn Tour Committee: 
• Laurie Sisco 
• Tammis Donaldson 
• Melissa Jaskiewicz 

 
 
 
 
 
https://mibarn.net 

https://www.facebook.com/mibarn 
https://www.instagram.com/mibarnpreservation/ 
 
 

  



 

The Questions We’re Most Often Asked… 
Q. Is there any funding for barn restora-
tion? 
The Michigan Barn Preservation Network 
keeps tabs on funding opportunities in the 
form of grants, tax credits and low-interest 
loans. Currently there are no governmental 
grants in Michigan to help private owners of 
barns with restoration or repair of their per-
sonal property. Work on barns which are 
owned by municipalities, nonprofit organiza-
tions or other public entities may be eligible 
for consideration for grants and awards 
through governmental and foundation pro-
grams. Listing on the National or State Reg-
ister of Historic Places is a requirement for 
most grants. 
 

Maintenance is one of the first steps to 
preserve your barn 



 

Q. How can I find someone to fix my barn? 
There are people all across Michigan who do 
repair work on old barns. Some do historically 
accurate timber frame work. Some do struc-
tural reinforcement by using cables. Some 
specialize in installing steel roofing and siding. 
Many will repair anything from foundation to 
cupola. 
Our website provides a Contractor’s List as a 
place for barn owners to start looking for help. 

Q. Why are barns red? 
MBPN Board Member Keith Anderson offers 
several practical and cost-effective reasons 
why red became the dominant color of early 
barns. Article on our website. 
 
Q. Have questions about rehabilitating or 
repairing your barn?  
MBPN has a committee of experts to answer 
your inquiries. Contact the chairperson, Steve 
Stier. 

http://mibarn.org/ResourceMaintenance/output/contractors_list.php
mailto:stephenstier@gmail.com
mailto:stephenstier@gmail.com


 

      
 
 
  
                        

Mission:  
Promoting Appreciation, Preservation and Re-
habilitation of Michigan Barns, Farmsteads 
and Rural Communities since 1995. 

 


