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Fall Barn Tour Recap: The Land and the People
On a beautiful fall day in early October, a bus full of barn enthusi-
asts continued an exploration of barns in Michigan’s “Thumb.” 
This year’s tour explored the northwest quadrant of Lapeer 
County. Led by the intrepid “gang of three”—tour organizers Lau-
rie Sisco, Tammis Donaldson, and Melissa Jaskiewicz—participants 
visited five diverse barns, each with its own story to tell about “The 
Land and the People”—the theme of this year’s tour.  
      Before boarding the bus at the Columbiaville Historical Society 
and Museum, tour participants gathered for coffee and donuts and 
enjoyed a brief presentation and tour at the museum. The bus—
again provided by Blue Lakes Charter—headed out for a day explor-
ing five superb—and diverse—examples of barns that exemplify 
Lapeer County’s agricultural heritage and tradition. All have been 
beautifully maintained and restored, and each had something to 
teach us about themes and approaches to barn restoration in Michi-
gan, including continuing agriculture, repurposed structures, relo-
cation, stories, and history.  
      The first barn we visited was at the Mikulski Farm (called the 
“Sugar Shack Farm” by the Tour committee). Jim Mikulski showed 
us the magnificent gambrel roof barn, with its stone foundation 
and timber frame construction. In repurposed buildings, the farm 
(through Jim’s son, Dan) produces maple syrup and small batch 
hot pepper sauce. 
      Howell’s 1878 Tractor Barn is an English bank barn with a 

gable roof, built by Benjamin Redfield in 1878. It features a re-
placed foundation, and timber frame construction. Lumbering 
likely saved the Redfields’ property in the Great Fire of 1881—in-

cluding the massive barn built from local white pine. 
      MEJ’s Mystical Farm, owned by Melissa Jaskiewicz, displays a 
bank barn with an arched roof, a stone foundation, and timber 
frame construction. The tour participants enjoyed a lovely Michi-
gan grilled Bison Burger lunch at Melissa’s farm. They also met 
the family’s horses and also toured the Goat House (where we saw 
a goat milking demonstration), and the Stone Honey House, where 
we were shown how honey is processed. 
      Built in 1914, the Opperman Farm features a Quilt Barn, with 

The fall barn tour’s first stop was the Mikulski farm, with its impressive gambrel roof barn.

(continued on page 6) 

Fall Barn Tour organizers (left to right) Tammis Donaldson, Laurie 
Sisco, and Melissa Jaskiewicz, at the Opperman Farm's Quilt Barn



Fall/Winter   2025     www.mibarn.net

 

Steve Rademacher 
Nominations 
rademachersteve22@yahoo.com 
(517) 202-1443 
Fowler 
 

Keith Kehlbeck 
Communications Chair 
MIBARN Editor/Coordinator 
keith@k2consulting.net 
(269) 317-3771 
Marshall 
 

Richard Harvey 
Program & Technical Committees 
rhharv@gmail.com 
(231) 920-8000 
Harrietta 
 

Laurie Sisco     
Barn Tour Chair 
laurelsisco@gmail.com   
(810) 252-0457   
Lapeer 
 

Ruth Stahl 
Awards Committee 
ruth@stahleventbarn.com 
(231) 878-4961 
McBain 
 

Doug Benoit 
DouglasWHC@gmail.com 
(248) 249-2926 
West Bloomfield Township 
 

Beverly Monroe 
monroeachers@yahoo.com 
(231)  824-3391 
Manton 
 

Melissa Jaskiewicz 
Barn Tour Committee 
Mejay57@aol.com 
(810) 241-6308 
North Branch 
 

Keith Anderson 
Emeritus, BoY Awards Chair 
klanderson42@gmail.com 
(616) 540-6701 
Sparta 
 

Steve Stier,  
Emeritus, Barn School Founder  
& Technical Committee Advisor 
stephenstier@gmail.com 
(517) 648-2933 
Empire 
 

Kristine Ranger  
Emeritus, Calendar Chair 
kmranger11@gmail.com 
(517) 974-5697  
Houghton Lake 
 

Tammis Donaldson  
Emeritus, Technical &  
Communications Committees 
tammis@ekocite.com 
(248) 561-4248 
Royal Oak 

 Board and Volunteers

 Officers
Tom Irrer, President 
tomirrer21@gmail.com 
(989) 640-1868 
St. Johns 
 

Julie Avery, Vice President, 
Communications and Finance/ 
Endowment Committees  
averyj@msu.edu 
(517) 927-1958 
Empire  
 

Clare Koenigsknecht,  
Treasurer and Past President  
Membership and Finance/ 
Endowment Committees 
clarek13@gmail.com 
(989) 593-2351 
Fowler 
 

Vera Wiltse 
Recording Secretary and  
Program Chair 
vera@wiltse.com 
(989) 465-1216 
Coleman

Marcia Danner 
Webmaster and Editor 
marciadanner@comcast.net 
(248) 891-3750 

Robert Slocum 
Newsletter Design 
bob.designworks@gmail.com 
(269) 425-0486 
Battle Creek 

Scan our QR code with your smart 

phone and visit the MBPN website!

2

$10,000 Endowment Match 
MBPN’s endowment is intended as an invest-
ment in the future of barn preservation in 
Michigan and specifically in the stability of 
our 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. 
         I’m pleased to report that our endow-
ment is off to a great start! With investment 
earnings, our endowment fund currently 
stands at more than $300,000.  Our board 
has led the way by making significant sac-
rificial gifts resulting in about two-thirds of 
the total contributions over the past seven 
years.   
         In past years, we have kept some 
money invested in CDs as a prudent financial practice.  At this time, we 
have decided to match endowment contributions before December 31, 
2025 up to a maximum match of $10,000. With your help some of our 
money that was in CDs will be put into our endowment and will earn a 
higher interest rate.  Our growth as an organization and our endow-
ment have allowed us to take advantage of economies of scale with our 
investments.  
         Our endowment is a tool for our growth and stability in the future.  
In this time of thanksgiving and reflection, I hope that you will experi-
ence the joy of making a significant gift to a cause in which we all be-
lieve.  Please take advantage of MBPN’s matching offer! 
         On a separate note, we at Michigan Barn Preservation Network 
wish all of our members, their families, and fellow barn enthusiasts a 
joyous and blessed holiday season. The new year beckons, and we look 
forward to seeing you at an MBPN event during 2026! 

—Tom Irrer, MBPN President

President’s Message

Tom Irrer

 Communications

www.mibarn.net

Save the Date:  
2026 Annual Conference  

and Member Meeting   
Springtime seems far away now, however as the old adage goes, 
“Time flies.” The date has already been set for the 2026 Annual 
Conference and Member Meeting, which will again be held at the 
AgroLiquid headquarters in St. Johns.  
         The date is Saturday, March 14, 2026.  Stay tuned for more 
information on the Annual Meeting in the next newsletter and on 
the website. We hope you’ll start planning now to attend what has 
been called a “wonderful and informative day of presentations.” 
—Vera Wiltse, Program Chair 

�
In Memoriam 

 

We are saddened to report that MBPN stalwart Tammis Don-
aldson’s mother, Carole, has passed away. Both Tammis and 
Carole are/were MBPN members. Carole donated a few of her 
exquisite barn water-color studies/paintings to our annual 
auction over the years. She had a long history and involve-
ment in the arts—and worked in watercolor for quite a while. 
Our condolences go out to Tammis and her family. 

Save the Date:
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Barn School Explores Assessment, Conditions, & Solutions
On Saturday, October 11th, the day after the Barn Tour, MBPN 
hosted a Barn School. Steve Stier, Michigan Barn Preservation Net-
work founding member and barn rehabilitation expert, pioneered 
MBPN’s Barn Schools over the years and was on hand to lend en-
couragement as presenters Tammis Donaldson, Tom Nehil, and 
Blair Bates led an enthusiastic group through the paces of barn re-
pair fundamentals.  
 
Organized by tour coordinators, Tammis Donaldson, Laurie Sisco, 
and Melissa Jackiewicz, the second day of the fall tour weekend was 
a modified Barn School with lectures  from architect Tammis Don-
aldson, master mason, Blair Bates, and structural engineer, Tom 
Nehil capped off with a walkthrough  — inside and outside — of 
BJ’s barn using the Barn School checklist. 
 

Patch or Replace? 
 

On Saturday, October 11th, the day after the Barn Tour, MBPN hosted 
a Barn School. Steve Stier, Michigan Barn Preservation Network 
founding member and barn rehabilitation expert, pioneered MBPN’s 
Barn Schools over the years and was on hand to lend encouragement 
as presenters Tammis Donaldson, Tom Nehil, and Blair Bates led an 
enthusiastic group through the paces of barn repair fundamentals.  
      Organized by tour coordinators, Tammis Donaldson, Laurie 
Sisco, and Melissa Jackiewicz, the second day of the fall tour week-
end was a modified Barn School with lectures  from architect Tam-
mis Donaldson, master mason, Blair Bates, and structural engineer, 
Tom Nehil capped off with a walkthrough  — inside and outside — 
of BJ’s barn using the Barn School checklist. 
 

What Has Caused the Need for Repairs? 
 

Blair Bates, a master stone mason and building rehabilitation spe-
cialist, teaches the art of lasting  restoration. He focused on cause 
and effect and showed how repairs should be performed for: 
 

  •   Shoring 
  •   Deteriorated mortar removals 
  •   Stone replacement 
  •   Matching mortar replacement finishing and curing 
 

The second half of the day was devoted to repairs and what a nearby 
barn needs to ensure longevity. Following Steve Stier’s popular Barn 
School format (described in more detail on our website at 
https://mibarn.net/barn-school-booklet/), architect and MBPN Tech-
nical Committee member Tammis Donaldson led the group around 
and in the barn to analyze the structure and its condition. Partici-
pants learned about possible repairs and solutions. 
      “With this training, owners are able to prioritize the needs of 

their barn and form a plan for repairs, rehabilitation and preserva-
tion into the future. This process also gives barn owners the knowl-
edge and confidence to discuss repair and rehabilitation work with 
contractors,” says Steve Stier, MBPN cofounder and originator of 
the Barn School format.  
 

Meet Our Presenters: 
 

Tom Nehil 
Tom is a structural engineer in Kalamazoo where he specializes in 
the evaluation, preservation and adaptive reuse of historic build-
ings. He maintains an active interest in the Association for Preser-
vation Technology, National Trust for Historic Preservation and 
American Concrete Institute. He is a regular instructor at Tillers In-
ternational where he teaches wood identification, timber frame de-
sign and traditional stone masonry. 
 

Blair Bates 
Blair is a master mason with 34 years of experience managing 
Building Renovation LLC in  Kalamazoo. He offers classes in trowel 
trades for the preservation of historic structures and is a dedicated 
instructor for the State of Michigan’s Historic Preservation Office, 
Tillers International and the National Park Service. He maintains ac-
tive membership in The Stone Trust, International Concrete Repair 
Institute, Association for Preservation Technology and National 
Trust for Historic Preservation. 
 

Tammis L. Donaldson, RA 
Barn School Leader: Tammis Donaldson, a licensed architect and 
founder of Ekocite Architecture (established in 1996) in Royal Oak, 
brings her unique creative abilities and historical understanding to 
each project that her firm undertakes.  Her passion for the preserva-
tion of historical structures is evident in her involvement with a 
number of organizations, most notably the Michigan Barn Preserva-
tion Network, where she has been a board member from 2008 to 
2018 and now an active MBPN volunteer. 
—Tammis Donaldson and Julie Avery

Tom Nehil                 Blair Bates                Tammis L. Donaldson

BJ’s Barn in North Branch, built in 1912, was chosen as the barn 
school site.

Barn School students examine the barn’s exterior to learn about  
construction methods, assess the structure’s condition and determine 
priorities for repair and maintenance.

Photos by Julie Avery
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Images from a day of barn touring— 
five unique farmsteads with barns, and more

The beautiful campus of MEJ’s Mystical Farm
Cowbells & Horsetail’s bank barn in Fostoria, Michigan. The 
Block family now owns the farmstead originally owned by 
Civil War veteran Ransom Myers.

Young Leo Block’s pet ducks,  
purchased with his father’s auction 
paddle in an unguarded moment… 
at Cowbells & Horsetails

Goat milking at MEJ’s Mystical Farm

MEJ’s Mystical Farm’s Upper Barn sits in a pictur-
esque setting

Demonstration of honey processing at 
MEJ’s Mystical Farm

Participants took a break from touring to enjoy a lunch at MEJ's Mystical 
Farm's garage that included Bison Burgers grilled by Chet and popcorn from 
Cowbells and Horsetails. All of the food was Michigan made.
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 Photos by Keith Kehlbeck

Jim Mikulski (right) shows tour participants the interior of his 
barn, and showed off his side ‘hobby’—making beautiful, hand-
crafted canoes.Interior beams in the 

Mikulski barn

Howell’s 1878 Tractor Barn—a massive barn primariy built using local white 
pine…a surprisingly durable wood

The Opperman Farm Quilt Barn

Two Toms—MBPN President Tom Irrer and 
Barn School presenter (and structural engi-
neer and longtime MBPN member) Tom Nehil The ‘cathedral’ of Howell’s 1878 Tractor 

Barn’s interior

One of the Polled Hereford cows at 
Howell’s 1878 Tractor Barn decided 
to ‘moo’ quite loudly during our 
visit
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The search for the 2026 Barns of the Year has begun! The announce-
ment below was released to news and social media on November 1, 
as the Michigan Barn Preservation Network seeks nominations for 
the Barn of the Year for 2026.  Applications and Information for 
nominating a barn are found on the Network's website 
(mibarn.net).  Applications will be accepted through January 31, 
2026, with the Award to be announced at MBPN's Annual Confer-
ence on March 14 at AgroLiquid Conference Center in St. Johns, 
Michigan.  
      I’m pleased to report that 
the Michigan Farm News, the 
official publication of Michigan 
Farm Bureau, picked up on the 
announcement and included a 
link to our Request for Submissions in its November 12th posting. 
Additionally, we’ve been notified that Michigan Farmer, a news 
magazine that reaches rural Michigan, picked up our Barn of the 
Year story, with accompanying pictures, and published them on 
November 18th.  Spread the Word! 
 

Request for Submissions for  
2026 Barn of the Year 

 

The Michigan Barn Preservation Network (MBPN) is requesting 
submissions for their 2026 Michigan Barn of the Year Awards, 
which are presented annually to honor barn owners who have 
made the extra effort to maintain or restore historic barns.  
      This is the 30th year the Network has presented “Barn of the 
Year” Awards.  Over that time period, 116 barns from across Michi-
gan have been recognized for their unique qualities and/or preser-
vation efforts. 
      The Barn of the Year Program annually honors existing Michi-
gan barns that support the ongoing mission to preserve our agri-
cultural heritage exemplified by its barns.  Nominated barns must 
be in-use, either for continued agricultural use or adapted for other 
uses.  Barns must retain their overall appearance-both in their inte-
rior and exterior barn characteristics.  Nominations are open to the 
public, reviewed and determined by MBPN Awards Committee mem-
bers. 
      The categories in which awards are presented are for barns or 
farmsteads in use for: 
 

  • Continuing Agricultural Use 
  • Family/Private, Non-Profit or Commercial 
  • Adapted to Other Uses 
  • Family/Private, Non-Profit or Commercial 

Barns will be judged for (1) completeness of information presented 
in the application, (2) sensitivity and integrity of repairs or modifi-
cations, (3) visual appeal, (4) creativity, (5) thoroughness of work 
and (6) effort expended to repair and maintain. 
Four items are required for the submission: 
 

  • A completed one-page application form 
  • A written narrative of the barn’s history and restoration efforts 
  • Photographs 
  • A completed Michigan Barn & Farmstead Inventory 
Applications may be reviewed and printed from our website 
mibarn.net. Completed applications must be postmarked or emailed 
by January 31, 2026. 
      For photos and stories of barns previously recognized as Barn 
of the Year, visit our website mibarn.net.    
      The Michigan Barn Preservation Network is a non-profit organ-
ization dedicated to promoting, appreciation, preservation and reha-
bilitation of Michigan barns, farmsteads and rural communities. 
—Keith Anderson, BoY Awards Chair 

Calling all Barn of the Year Nominations!!

2026

Michigan Farm Bureau

an arch roof and three bay timber frame construction. The Oppermans 
bought the farm in 1955, and it operated as a dairy farm until about 
20 years ago. Since then, the barn is primarily used to store hay. In-
terestingly, the barn was moved and repositioned some years ago. 
Today, it is part of the Michigan Quilt Barn Trail (information on our 
website at: https://mibarn.net/resources/quilt-barn-trails/).  
      Our final tour barn was the Cowbells & Horsetails LLC bank barn 
in Fostoria, Michigan. The bank barn with a gable roof, timber frame 
construction, and replaced foundation is a working farm, originally 
owned by Civil War veteran Ransom Myers (see history sidebar in our 
summer newsletter). The Block family now produces a range of or-
ganic products ranging from specialty popcorn and premium black 
beans to Non-GMO raised chicken, turkey, pork, and beef. Young barn 
enthusiast and future marketing whiz, Leo Block (Carl’s son), took us 

on a tour of various structures and introduced us to some of his pet 
ducks (including “Qwackers” and “Cheese”). 
      In terms of our mission (“Promoting Appreciation, Preservation, 
and Rehabilitation of Michigan Barns, Farmsteads, and Rural Com-
munities”), Lapeer County is a perfect place to have a barn tour. The 
county has a strong agricultural presence, with a focus on crops like 
corn, soybeans, and wheat, along with livestock and dairy farming. 
Lapeer County also has active agricultural organizations and partici-
pates in statewide initiative like the Michigan Farm Bureau, which 
supports farmers’ interests and provides related resources.  
      The day spent exploring these diverse farmsteads and barns was 
appreciated by all who attended the tour. Thank you to the tour organ-
izers…and to the gracious owners and their families! For more infor-
mation (and photos), visit our website at www.mibarn.net.  
—Keith Kehlbeck

(continued from page 1) 

B&B Heartwoods Barn in Ann Arbor, a 2025 Barn of the Year

Photo by Photo provide by Keith Anderson
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With a new year comes the opportunity to renew your support for the 
Michigan Barn Preservation Network…and we need that support! Your 
continued membership indicates you are an advocate for preserving our 
old barns and the rural character of Michigan. With your financial sup-
port, MBPN has continued to bring together a network of people dedicated 
to sharing knowledge and a desire to preserve a part of our rural her-
itage. Help continue that momentum by renewing today for 2026. 
         Dues are for the calendar year and your expiration date will appear 
on the newsletter mailing label. You may pay for more than one year if 
that is convenient for you.  
         You may also want to consider supporting the MBPN with a Cupola 
lifetime membership. In recent years, many of our members have used this 
vehicle to support our growing Endowment Fund. 
         The most important thing to do is to renew your own membership. 
You may renew by mail by sending this form with a check to the address 
below or go to www.mibarn.net and find the Membership page under the 
Support tab. You can pay with a credit card if you use this option. 
Do you know someone who loves barns and who should be a member? 
Show them this newsletter or send them to our website for more informa-
tion.  
         If paying dues as an organization or business, please include its 
name along with two representative names. Correspondence will be sent 
to the address you provide. 
— Clare Koenigsknecht, MBPN Treasurer 

Please renew your MBPN membership today!

Please renew your MBPN 
membership today!

1st Membership Name 
                                                                                                             
 

2nd Membership Name 
                                                                                                             
 

Business/organization Name 
 

                                                                                                             
 

Address 
                                                                                                             
 

City 
                                                                                                             
 

State 
                                                              Zip                                          
 

Phone 
                                              email                                                      
 

___  $40 per year - Fieldstone (one individual) 
___  $50 per year - Mortar (two individuals at one address) 
___  $50 per year - Non-profit (two individuals)  
       Mailings will be sent to one address. 
___  $100 per year - Contractor or business  
       (indicate 2 names representing the business) 
___  $1000 Cupola - lifetime membership (one or two individuals ) 
 

___  Donation to General fund - Amount                      
___  Donation to the Endowment fund - Amount                     

Send completed form and check or money order to:  
MBPN, P.O. Box 614, Mt. Pleasant, MI  48804-0614

Barn Relocation Success 
Sometimes, barn preservation involves more than simply re-
pairing or refurbishing a structure. Sometimes, a barn simply 
has to move.  
         This will report on the recently restored James Harvey 
Davis barn. This barn was dismantled at its original location 
in the Village of Davisburg in Springfield Township, Oakland 
County in the fall of 2023 and relocated five miles south to our 
farm in Highland Township. Here it was carefully cleaned, re-
paired, and reassembled with a focus on restoring it to its 
original layout and design (with a few modern liberties). 
Thanks to the great work of our restoration team Audette 
Building LLC out of Swartz Creek. While 90% of the original 
structure was preserved, all repairs were made true to the his-
toric construction methods with mortise and tenon joinery 
throughout.  
         Planning for the move began in 2022, and the disassem-
bly really took off in the fall of 2023.  A new basement was 
constructed in Spring 2024, and beam repair began shortly af-
terwards during the summer.  Reassembly occurred from Sep-
tember 2024 through June 2025.  The building is complete, 
but I'm still working on finishing the grading and landscap-
ing. 
         I have lots of questions about potential date of construc-
tion.  The original builder was James Harvey Davis who 
owned the land that the barn originally sat on, one-half mile 
south of the village of Davisburg. Davis resided there between 
1851-1899, when he deeded the land to his son Erwin Levern 
Davis.  I think the barn is likely circa 1860s-70s, but it could 
possibly be older.  
—Jake Lloyd (barn owner)

Quick Takes� �

After

Before

Photos by Photos by Jake Lloyd



Fall/Winter   2025     www.mibarn.net

P.O. Box 614 
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804-0614

  Fall/Winter 2025, No. 111
www.mibarn.net

Share, reuse, recycle this newsletter

8

The popular MBPN Calendar for 2026 again 
features noteworthy barns throughout the 
state, as well as highlighting sponsors who 
support this annual promotional piece. 
This year, MBPN members will be sent two 
(2) copies—one to keep and one to give to 
a friend! Look for them in the mail in the 
coming weeks. 
—Kristine Ranger, MBPN Calendar Chair

2026 Calendars  
are Coming!


