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Lone Elm barn in Shiawassee County, a working barn built in the 1900s and featured in the 2026 MBPN Calendar (summer image is

shown in June 2026 Calendar page)

Join Us for the 2026 Annual Conference
and Member Meeting!

Happy New Year! With winter winding down (we hope!), the
Michigan Barn Preservation Network is looking forward to wel-
coming barn enthusiasts from across the state to its Annual Con-
ference and Member Meeting.

The date is Saturday, March 14, 2026. This year, the Confer-
ence will again be held at the AgroLiquid headquarters in St.
Johns. The AgroLiquid headquarters is conveniently located in
mid-Michigan about 20 miles north of Lansing, In addition to an
interactive museum devoted to agricultural history, innovation,
and exploration, it has up-to-date technology and amenities and
comfortable parking and meeting space. All in all, it is the perfect
place to host our member-friendly, acclaimed annual event that has

been called a “wonderful and informative day of presentations.”

As previous conference attendees will attest, the day will be
filled with camaraderie, informative presentations, awards, and in-
spiration—reinforcing the MBPN’s mission of “promoting the ap-
preciation, preservation, and rehabilitation of Michigan barns,
farmsteads, and rural communities.” This year’s event will also cel-
ebrate the growing success of our long-term MBPN Endowment,
which will continue to support our mission in the future (see p. 6).

We hope that you will register and plan to attend this year’s
Annual Conference and Member Meeting!

—Keith Kehlbeck and Richard Harvey
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President’s Message

THANK YOU
THANK YOU

For all who read our newsletter, enjoy our cal-
endar, or follow our website, I want to recog-
nize and thank a number of people who have
supported our continuing mission and efforts through the Network.

THANK YOU -- Our Endowment Match was a great success!
Thanks to all who made the sacrifice and chipped in for a total of over
$12,000. MBPN has placed its $10,000 into the Michigan Barn Preser-
vation Network Endowment Fund which is held and administered at the
Capital Region Community Foundation in Lansing. Our Endowment
Fund is now nearly $330,000. This greatly ensures the future of MBPN.

THANK YOU - Calendar Committee! Kristine Ranger has or-
ganized another Great Barn Calendar. We all enjoy the pictures that
John Cole has captured by being at the right place at the right time.

THANK YOU - Marcia Danner for keeping our website current
and informative. This is one of those jobs, done in the background,
that keeps MBPN alive.

THANK YOU - Vera Wiltse for your efforts in arranging our an-
nual meeting programs over the last 30 years. I have confidence the
program that you and Richard Harvey have arranged for this year
will be among the best.

THANK YOU - To all of our members who continue to support
us with your dues and volunteer efforts, and in many cases by pre-
serving their own barns and farmsteads. What you have preserved
will influence others to do the same. I hope you will be able to attend
our Annual Conference and Member Meeting on March 14th.

If you are having trouble remembering to pay your Annual
MBPN Dues, do what many have done and become a lifetime Cupola
member. Once and Done.

On Friday March 13th, before our Annual Conference, some of
us will be at Hills Corner Pub, formerly known as the Heist Grill, 200
N. Clinton Street in St. Johns at about 6:00pm for food and fellowship.
We invite all to join us. I will be wearing my barn hat. I hope to see
you there!

—Tom Irrer, MBPN President

Tom Irrer

January - Heritage Barn Month

January was Heritage Barn Month at the Traverse Area District
Library. Our six-banner banner exhibit was on display for the
month in the multi-windowed Atrium of the library along with
handout information about MBPN.

Julie Avery provided the 22-picture exhibit Michigan’s Her-
itage Barns: An Artist’s Perspective by Mary Keithan that filled
the walls of the meeting/classroom. These black and white photo-
graphs showcase the wide variety of architectural styles of the
different cultures that settled Michigan. Ownership of these pic-
tures was transferred from the MSU museum to MBPN, and this
exhibit is available for display in other locations.

A special event was the screening of The Barn Raisers docu-
mentary that was enjoyed by about 40 people on a bitterly cold
evening. MBPN President Tom Irrer described our mission and
answered questions. Many people took calendars and handouts.
A DVD copy of The Barn Raisers documentary was donated to the
library for public use.

Pre-Conference Edition 2026 www.mibarn.net



Photo provided by AgroLiquid Conference Center

The AgroLiquid Conference Center in St. Johns, site of this year's Annual Conference, includes an interactive museum devoted to agricultural
history, innovation, and exploration.

MBPN Annual Conference & Member Meeting

Saturday, March 14, 2026
AgroLiquid Conference Center, St. Johns

Tentative Schedule

9:00 Welcome and Announcements (Coffee and Donuts)

9:10 Annual Membership Business Meeting

10:15 Bob Kovacevich: The Preservation and Evolution of a
Michigan Dairy Barn into an AirBnB

11:15 Presentation - Gary Howell: Taxes and Fees—Who Needs ‘Em?:
Legal and tax advantages of restoring older farm buildings

12:15 Lunchtime for fun and networking, the President’s Award,
and the MBPN Annual Auction Benefit

1:30 2026 Barn of the Year Presentations

2:15 Presentation - Patrick Ingalls: The history of the Michigan

Flywheelers Museum and current museum projects.

Keynote Presentation — Rick Collins: Renovation of
Manhattan Round Barn in Illinois. Originally built in
1898 from wood salvaged from the 1893 Chicago
World's Fair.

4:15 Wrap-Up

To register for this year’s Annual Conference and Member Meeting,
please copy and fill out the following form and send with your
check (or go to our website, www.mibarn.net to register and pay via
PayPal.)

Note: For those who wish to stay overnight for the conference, pre-
vious MBPN conference attendees have used the Sleep Inn Dewitt-
Lansing North at 1101 Commerce Park Drive, DeWitt. The phone
number for the Inn is 517-669-8823. It is located on the East side
of old US 27 one-mile North of I-69. Best Western is also in Dewitt.

Name(s)

Address

Phone Number

Email

Number of Attendees
($60 per member, $100 non-member)

Registrations must be received no later than March 7, 2026.

Dietary Restrictions?

Please mail registrations
(must be received by February 22nd) to:

MBPN
PO Box 614
Mt. Pleasant, MI 48804-0614.

Checks should be payable to MBPN. Registrations may also
be made on our website, www.mibarn.net (using PayPal).
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Barn of the Year Nominations Have Arrived!!

Beginning on November
1, 2025, the Michigan
Barn Preservation
Network (MBPN) began
requesting submissions

2026
« BARN OF THE YEAR

for their 2026 Michigan
Barn of the Year Awards, which are presented annually to honor barn
owners who have made the extra effort to maintain or restore historic
barns.

This is the 30th year the Network has presented “Barn of the Year”
Awards. Over that time period, 116 barns from across Michigan have
been recognized for their unique qualities and/or preservation efforts.
The 2026 Award(s) will be announced at MBPN's Annual Conference on
March 14 at AgroLiquid Conference Center in St. Johns, Michigan.

In 2026, Nine (9) Exceptional Barns Vie for the Top Award

Barn of the Year has been the most coveted recognition by MBPN
for the past 30 years. Year after year, barn owners and others nominate
barns for the award, wishing to honor our state’s most recognizable
symbol of our great agricultural past. The year 2026 appears to be
shaping up as another banner year for the program, as a most impres-
sive array of barns has been submitted for consideration. Represent-
ing nearly every region of the state, barns have been nominated from
the shores of Lake Superior in the north to the Indiana border in the
south—and many points in between.

The Barn of the Year Program annually honors existing Michi-
gan barns that support the ongoing mission to preserve our agricul-
tural heritage exemplified by its barns. Nominated barns must be
in-use, either for continued agricultural use or adapted for other uses.
Barns must retain their overall appearance-both in their interior and
exterior barn characteristics. Nominations are open to the public,
reviewed and determined by MBPN Awards Committee members.

The categories in which awards are presented are for barns or
farmsteads in use for:

¢ Continuing Agricultural Use

¢ Family/Private, Non-Profit or Commercial

e Adapted to Other Uses
Barns will be judged for (1) completeness of information presented in
the application, (2) sensitivity and integrity of repairs or modifica-
tions, (3) visual appeal, (4) creativity, (5) thoroughness of work and
(6) effort expended to repair and maintain.

Four items are required for the submission:

¢ A completed one-page application form

¢ A written narrative of the barn’s history and restoration efforts

¢ Photographs

¢ A completed Michigan Barn & Farmstead Inventory
A distinguished panel of judges with diverse experiences, back-
grounds, and opinions will evaluate each candidate based on numer-
ous criteria such as visual appeal, uniqueness, degree of effort
expended in maintaining or restoring the barn, among other factors.
The Barn of the Year Committee consists of:

Ina Hanel-Gardenich Pat McKay

Tom Nehil Mara Lancaster
Rose Putnam Ruth Stahl
Keith Anderson Beverly Monroe
Keith Kehlbeck

We thank these volunteers for their service as judges!

This year, we were pleased to have even greater coverage for the
prestigious award. The Michigan Farm News, the official publication of
Michigan Farm Bureau, picked up on the announcement and included a
link to our Request for Submissions in its November 12th posting. Ad-
ditionally, we were notified that Michigan Farmer, a news magazine
that reaches rural Michigan, picked up our Barn of the Year story, with
accompanying pictures, and published them on November 18th.

Winners will be recognized as Barn of the Year at MBPN’s Annual
Conference on March 14. All nominees will receive complimentary
passes to the all-day conference.

For photos and stories of barns previously recognized as Barn of
the Year, visit our website mibarn.net.

—Keith Anderson, BoY Awards Chair
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Buchanan School Farm Barn, Buchanan, MI, Berrien County

Pre-Conference Edition 2026 www.mibarn.net



IFLER

Red Shed (Byre 53) Barn, Hudsonville, MI, Ottawa County LakeStar Barn, Manistee, MI, Manistee County
Photos by Keith Anderson
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Bob Kovacevich

Gary Howell

Patrick Ingalls
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Rlck Collins

Meet Our Presenters:

Bob Kovacevich

Bob and Kathy Kovacevich are the owners and operators of the Barn
House Airbnb in Plainwell, Michigan. The barn originally was part of
a dairy farm established in 1878, and it had multiple dairy farm own-
ers prior to Kathy acquiring it in 1992. Through a labor of love and
determination, the barn was transformed into a home over the next 30
years and subsequently evolved into the Airbnb that exists today. The
funds raised through the Airbnb are used entirely for preserving the
natural beauty of the barn.

Gary Howell

Gary Howell and his wife Cheryl live on their historic 400 acre farm
near North Branch. The family farm partnership raises hay, beef cat-
tle and row crops. An integral part of the farm is their restored 1878
barn. Gary is a graduate of both Michigan State University and Uni-
versity of Michigan Law School. For 40 years he served as attorney
for many rural townships throughout the Thumb, including 20 years
as a certified tax assessor. Currently, Gary serves as chairman of the
Lapeer County Board of Commissioners.

Patrick Ingalls

Patrick is the President of the Michigan Flywheelers Museum, a
501(c)(3) organization of volunteers dedicated to the restoration and
preservation of antique gas/steam engines and tractors. Located on

over 80 acres, the museum features displays of old farm machinery, a
sawmill, a shingle mill along with “Olde Town” - a 1920s era commu-
nity filled with businesses and agricultural themed exhibits. The cen-
terpiece of the museum is a historic timber frame barn from the area,
saved from demolition, relocated to the museum site, and restored. It
has twice earned the “Great Michigan Barn” award from MBPN.

Keynote: Rick Collins

A lifelong carpenter with a degree in forest sciences [UIUC], Rick
Collins is recognized for his expertise in both the history and the fu-
ture of timber frame building. His timber frame practice encompasses
visionary buildings that redefine the role of wood in the built environ-
ment, as well as authentic restoration and preservation.

Rick is a structural timber expert, journeyworker timber framer,
metalworker, mechanic, educator, writer, and farmer. He is committed to
the Preservation & Continuation of our built and natural heritage. In ad-
dition to his forestry degree and experience as a combat engineer in the
Marine Corps, he is a self-taught scholar in the methods and tooling that
were used by Europeans who settled the Midwest from the 1600s - 1900s.

A long-time cultivator of creative energies within the US timber
framing trade, today Rick focuses his energy as a consultant and a sub-
ject matter expert- adding to the efficiency, and context of a project by
grounding process with practicality and linking community with place.
—Keith Kehlbeck

MBPN Endowment Update: Building
Towards MBPN’s Future, Year by Year!

As reported in previous newsletters, the
Michigan Barn Preservation Network
established our endowment fund with
the Capital Region Community Founda-
tion. Both current and deferred gifts can
provide you with a tax reduction and
help ensure that the Michigan Barn
Preservation Network will benefit gener-
ations to come.

Gifts to the Endowment Fun will
secure our future by expanding our
ability to:

Clare Koenigsknecht

¢ Demonstrate, educate and promote

We are pleased to report that this
effort—with its vision for the future—
is succeeding in exciting ways. Treas-
urer Clare Koenighsknecht reports,
“Our grassroots efforts to create an
endowment have produced heart-
warming results.”

For 2025’s recent end-of-year
challenge match, 12 MBPN regular
and Cupola members and one board
member contributed $12,655! These
donations, along with our match,

Julie Avery brought $22,655 into MBPN’s endow-

best practices in barn preservation

¢ Enhance and increase statewide
outreach and communication, and

¢ Strengthen MBPN’s infrastructure and effectiveness

ment fund, raising the fund total to
$329,592 towards our goal of $500,000! Thanks to all!”

Learn more at https:/mibarn.net/support/endowment-fund/
Questions? Contact our treasurer, Clare Koenigsknecht,
at clarek13@gmail.com
—Julie Avery and Clare Koenigsknecht
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Michigan’s Winter Barns

John Cole, MBPN supporter and the photographer who worked on
our 2026 Calendar, has provided a montage of barn images he has
taken during his travels around the state. Some are Michigan Cen-
tennial Barns, some are still working barns, some store farm equip-
ment, some have animals and were restored by the grandkids for
Grandma and Grandpa. The images of these barns—especially in the
starkness and beauty of winter—is testament to the diversity of pre-
served barns throughout Michigan.

—Keith Kehlbeck

Midland County barn owned by a neighbor, Mr. Stemple, used for
storing farm equipment...taken in a blizzard!

The barn on Tobacco Ranch in Clare County has been con-
verted into a wedding/event venue

A Michigan Centennial barn/farm in Coleman, Michigan that
has been in the same family for that entire time

i 8 A x 1~ Bl
Working barn in Livingston County, owned by former Michigan
Governor John Engler

r ,--'-_-;' > i — . 'ﬁT..--“.
A working barn in Bay County. The owner has two
horses and two friendly fat barn cats.

A working barn in Isabella County Photos by John Cole
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Reminder that membership renewals are due at the end of each year.

In Memoriam
Remembering Ramon Waltz

MBPN lost a long-time member, staunch, active loyalist, and, most
importantly, a friend with the passing of Ramon Waltz at the age
of 87 last summer. Ramon was raised on the family farm south of
Lansing in the community of Mason. He remained a lifelong
Mason resident. He and his wife Mary Ann lived their lives to-
gether on the farm raising a family, hogs, corn, soybeans, and
wheat. He successfully guided the farm to Centennial Farm status
in 1965 and again to Sesquicentennial status 10 years ago. He
was very proud of his farming operation, and it showed by how
well kept up and manicured the farmstead was.

When Ramon retired, and the farmstead was no longer being
used for its operation, he recognized the importance of preserving
the rich agricultural legacy of the family farm—including its
iconic, timber-framed barn. He oversaw the barn’s restoration, as-
suring its life long after his ended. Since every barn needs a pur-
pose for continuing its existence beyond its original use, the Waltz
barn became the centerpiece for Ramon’s passion for collecting
“everything red,” that is, his collection of restored International
Harvester antique Farmall tractors and related equipment, peddle
tractors, and miniature models.

Ramon remained actively involved in his passions right up
until his short-term battle with pancreatic cancer curtailed his ac-
tivities. A long-time member of the All Color Antique Tractor Club,
his annual calendar always included International Harvester (IHC)

&)

Photo by Keith Anderson

Ramon and Mary Ann Waltz

events like the Red Power Roundup, and he never missed joining a
thousand other antique tractor aficionados driving his Farmall
across the Mackinac Bridge in early September.

Ramon was a regular at MBPN’s annual conference as well
as its barn tours throughout the state. He missed the 2025 confer-
ence only because of his declining health. The Waltz family was
recognized by MBPN in 2019 with a Certificate of Appreciation for
their efforts in restoring and maintaining the family’s barn.

Ramon’s friendly, gregarious, loving personality resulted in
numerous friendships, locally and around the country. He is missed.
—Keith Anderson
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